Benefits of a Wetland

Many yards can support a backyard wetland that benefits you and your community. Letting runoft from your

roof, parking area, and lot slowly filter through a mini-wetland helps prevent pollution of neighboring creeks

and may help prevent flooding. Wetlands filter excess nutrients, chemicals, and sediment, and provide habitat
for a host of interesting creatures.

Where to put a wetland

Low areas that remain wet or damp much of the year are the easiest places to establish wetlands. Any
depression that collects rainwater or runoff from downspouts, or serves as the path of drainwater leaving your
yard, is an excellent spot to plant wetland plants.You'll create a backyard wetland area that will be very low
maintenance. There will be no more “bogged down” lawn mowers because no mowing will be needed! The area
will attract wildlife and filter the water draining oft your property. If you do not have an appropriate natural
site, you can create a wetland the same way you would a backyard pond. Do not put excess fertilizer
or pesticides on your lawn or other areas feeding your wetland.

Wildlite in your wetland

Many birds and small animals will quickly start using your

wetland. Usually frogs, toads, salamanders, and aquatic insects

will find your wetland during the first spring. A deep, permanent pool in the wetland can support native
frogs, toads, and possibly fish that will eat mosquito larva and other insects.

Most frogs and toads need spring pools in which to breed; their tadpoles need shallow water for several

weeks while they mature.Wetlands that dry out in the summer can support a variety of plants and wildlife and
will not produce mosquitoes.




