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Drought Cattle Management

* Supplement if you have low quality feed, such as on rangeland pasture with no summer growth. The
cheapest supplement is often high-quality hay. Under some conditions (economic) it may be cheaper to feed
more grain than hay. Be sure to make this conversion slowly to avoid digestive problems.

* Cattle will likely need supplemental Vitamin A, as drought-stressed forage is low in carotene.
Additionally, don't try to save money by discontinuing veterinarian- recommended vaccination and parasite
control programs.

* Avoid weed-infested hay, even if it’s cheap. The future cost incurred by spreading weed seed and the
reduced performance by feeding low-quality forage doesn’t pay off.

* Take advantage of areas dominated by annuals — graze them early when their nutrient value is high and
you can control future spread of the annual by minimizing or eliminating seed production as well as put gains

on cattle.

* The last thing a cattleman wants is to ruin good pasture by combining severe overuse with drought stress
AND lose his shorts selling calves because he waited until Halloween to get rid of them like everyone else.

https://extension.wsu.edu/animalag/content/drought-cattle-management/




